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Church sedens and YVesiryrmen of Trinity Chureh,
J:n,,P Jr., Seector, 411 Gilhanm Slreet, Lﬂun—

Date of Frection — Originsl building 1711, with =dditlons zg nehed he-
10V
Present slat

of preservition. Old portion prescrves
. 1 e y he

Lih Century ohan-

Muriver of Stories - Une

ifaterisle of Comstruction — Foundallons, hrick; floors, wood; wnulls,
brick; roof, weood shingles.
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Other L'istln' Hevords - In additicn to refoerences given helow, nre:
“'wo Discourses Relating to the harly Hisgtery of Trinity Church,

. _ Oxiord, Philzdelphia® by Hev. Edw Y. Buchanan,DD, 1385,
- "History of Ph}luurlphir“ by Scharf and Uesteott, 1~8&, vel. Il
. N pazen 1345-00. Hesrly all the books on the early history of the
clty and on the secehiliecture of {he period refer to Trinity
Chd[bﬁ- ‘Folonlui Churches and Ueeting Housss of Peansvlvan

¥ »\J..S..J. L,
-

aw Jersey smd Delaw e’ by P.B.Eallﬂce sad WebloDuon, 1631, con~
vains some excailent photoraphs.

Additional Data — The oricinal bud = repluces 4
uged by the followers of fieorpge Kellh, who
Sociely of Friends in iuul, some joining
others becoming Paptists snd Jeventh tist
Lﬁ;l nd services were held here as early 25 1598

The huilding of 1711 extendsd only as far as the LI“HGGQ**
There we: T'no finished floor. In 175EY pews were in-

10 pews and
gtwlled snd part of the building floored over. In 1807 the floor-
ing wss comploted, the windows mude uniform, the door on thie norith
side was blocked up and 2 new door openad on the west end., In

1855 the tvwo U¢OJHHQL° werse added
; 4 osunday gcheol room wss built. This tower was cub dosn
the A opade uniforn with Lhe rest of bthe Chureh
gent L cowins bullt. £ chalice stdll in use was pre-
fuesn Anne in 1713,

and in 182% o tower Lo conbain
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TRIN1TY CHURCH, CLFCRD
Church Lane and Oxford Road, Foxchase
Fhiladelphia, Fhiladelphis County, Pennsylvenla

The roots of the "Church at Cxon' strike dee; intc
the earliest coloniel life of the c¢ity. The lonely little
log meeting house, the gift of converted . uakers, and
later, the very brick walls of the present nave, stood
surrounded by pines and cedars, nine miles from the vil-
lage of rhiladelphia, on the gtraggling Oxford road, long
before Carpenter's Hall or Independence Hall were thought
of. The land was convened, in trust, for Oxford Church to
the same Josghua Carpenter, who afterwards built Carpenter's
Hall.

The stones in the churchyard, dated 1708, the sarliest
that can be deciphered, must have stood in front of the log
building, as the briek church was built in 1711, when the
bricks were said to have been imported from England.

Oxford is probubly the oldest church in Pennsylvania,
in which continuous kpiscopal szrvices have been held for
nearly two centuries.

(ne hoary stone, worn by time and vandalism, tradition
credits with the date 1686, and is said to mark the grave
of an Indian. Cne, nearly destroyed, has the name "Rambo”
alone, and the same name is msrked in one of the pews in
the plan in the old "Vestry Book," when, having resolved
to "pew the church,” each man took hls tools and lumber ang
built his own, It is hard to leave the old book, even for
recent events, say, of 100 years sago.

Aside from the sister churches of 3t. David's, Radnor;
gt. Thomes's, Whitemarsh, and All Saints', Lower Dublin, for
vears under one minister, sent by Bishop Compton, London, and
afterwurds by the 5.F.G., Oxford is the mother of many flourish-
ing missicns: St. Luke's, Germantown; Church of CQur saviourw,
Jenkintown; St. Mark's, Frankford; All Sfints', Lower Dublin;
Emanuel, Holmesburg; Memorial Churcik of the Holy Nativity, Rock-
ledge, and Trinity Chapel, Crescentville. Thougn the early
rectors deplored the depletion of her strength by the missions,
the 0ld purish has slways bravely rallied, and to~dey she
stands, vigorous and full of life in her 0ld age, with a firm-
er hold than ever on the hearts of her proud children.
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The present tower, with bell, was the giit of Wrs.
Mary lerdner in 1875, and is used for & vestry. 3he vwas
a gencrous friend to the church., Mr. George Lirkham, of
Fhiladelphia, in 1855, hed made for Cxford and brought
from ¥ngland 2 fine red altar cloth, embroidsred by one
of the 3isterhoods in London, and it is still in use. Ie
also gave a beaptismal font and walnut chancel rail, which,
%t the restoration, wig pleced around the cholr recess.
At this time, the sioves, with long white-washed pires,
zave place te a modern furnsce,

The ueen .snne chalice was sent by the Queen in 1713,
and as she died in 1714 it was probably the last one sent
w0 America,

It was her faverite wry of showing her love of the
colonial churches., It has never ueen kept for special
services, but has been used in every Holy Communion for
nearly two centuries; indeed, Cxford had no other chalice
until an interesting congresation ereated a need for
another, and ¥r. Harry Ingersoll had an exact duplicate
made and presented.

More curious is the paten ziven by the pastor, James
Humphreys, and some friends, in Christ Church., The primi-

tive workmanshipy is evident, snd the ensraving delightfully
naive, “husz it reads;

Given to Trinity Church in Cxford.
O% . wh.
M. Michall Booth gave of this
silver in A CUDD cesrerssvserseee D 10

Dotor Samuell Monckton .eeeeceeess 3 5}

My, Thoeo CTe58 +ivsecesssrssasasas L 8]
8. d.

Mr. Joh. Humphreys Fastr ......... 16 1
= 0

Mr. Phil Syng, Goldasmith cesesvwsse D
9th March, 1715.

The Church possesses a rare and beautiful piece of
altar linen of antique design. Fine and glossy as satin,
8till perfect in the weaving, it is guaintly marked in
cross stitch, with dark blue silk:

*For Oxford Church
1798,

Quotation from the Public Ledger, Philsdelphia,
Qctober 28, 1898.
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Trinity Church, Oxford
(Protestant Episcopal)
6900-02 Oxford Avenue, at
SW corner Disston Street and Oxford Avenue
Philadelphia
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania

Addendum to:

Trinity Church, Oxford
Church lane and Oxford Road,
Foxchase
Philadelphia
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania
{as recorded in the 1930s)
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TRINITY CHURCH, OXFORD (EPISCOPAL)

6900-6902 Oxford Avenue Hazs

Philadelphia .

Philadelphia County op

Pennsylvania _ '
Thegoiy

XEROGRAPHIC COPIES OF COLOR TRANSPARENCIES
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Washington, B.C. 20013



